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DEPARTMENT  OF  ENERGY 

Economic  Regulatory  Administration 

[10CFR  Part  211] 

[Docket  No.  ERA-R-79-23  et  at.  \ 

Motor  Gasoline  Allocation  Base  Period 
and  Adjustments 

agency:  Economic  Regulatory 
Administration,  Department  of  Energy. 

ACTION:  Notice  of  Intent  to  Issue  a  Final 
Rule. 

summary:  The  Economic  Regulatory 
Administration  (ERA)  of  the  Department 
of  Energy  (DOE)  intends  to  adopt  on  July 
15  final  rules  amending  the  mandatory 
allocation  regulations  for  gasoline  in  the 
following  respects: 

(1)  The  base  period  for  gasoline 
allocation  will  be  established  as 
November  1977  through  October  1978  (44 
FR  26712:  38435,  May  4. 1979;  June  29. 
1979). 

(2)  The  rules  regarding  the  size  of 
allocations  to  new  gasoline  retail  sales 
outlets  will  be  changed  to  limit  assigned 
volumes  to  either  the  typical  sales 
volume  for  outlets  of  the  same  type  or 
the  average  sales  volume  for  all  retail 
outlets  nationally  during  the  base  period 
year,  whichever  is  less.  The  rule  will 
apply  to  all  new  outlets  for  which  no 
assigned  base  period  volume  had  been 
made  by  July  6, 1979  and  in  which  an 
investment  in  the  capital  costs  of  the 
outlet  (excluding  real  estate)  has  not 
exceeded  25  percent  of  total  capital 
costs  on  July  6, 1979.  All  other  new 
outlets  will  be  covered  by  the  existing 
rule. 

DOE  has  determined  not  to  adopt  the 
proposal  made  by  some  commenters  in 
the  rulemaking  that  purchasers  be 
allowed  to  choose  between  their  1972 
adjusted  or  November  1977-October 
1978  base  period  volumes,  whichever  is 
larger.  Such  an  adjustment  would  have 
the  effect  of  reducing  allocation 
fractions  of  all  suppliers  and  reducing 
total  available  supplies  to  the 
substantial  number  of  marketers  of 
gasoline  who  have  increased  their  sales 
volumes  since  1972.  The  effect  of  such  a 
rule  would  in  general  be  to  shift  gasoline 
supplies  away  from  geographical  regions 
that  have  experienced  substantial 
growth  and  to  areas  that  have  not 
experienced  such  growth,  thus 
exacerbating  the  present  shortages  in 
high  growth  areas.  The  reasons  for  this 
decision  will  be  described  in  further 
detail  in  the  notice  to  be  issued  on  July 
15. 


Prior  to  July  15,  DOE  will  further 
review  the  comments  received  in  the 
rulemaking  and  will  make  such 
additional  changes  as  the  information 
presented  in  the  comments  warrant. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 
William  Webb  (Office  of  Public 
Information).  Economic  Regulatory 
Administration,  Room  B — 110,  2000  M 
Street,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20461 
(202)  634-2170. 

William  Caldwell  (Regulations  and 
Emergency  Planning),  Economic 
Regulatory  Administration,  Room 
2304,  2000  M  Street.  N.W., 
Washington.  D.C.  20461  (202)  254- 
8034. 

Alan  T.  Lockard  (Office  of  Fuels 
'  Regulation),  Economic  Regulatory 
Administration,  Room  6222,  2000  M 
Street.  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C. 

20461  (202)  254-7422. 

Joel  Yudson  (Office  of  General  Counsel), 
Department  of  Energy,  Room  6A- 
127, 1000  Independence  Avenue, 
S.W..  Washington.  D.C.  20585  (202) 
252-6744. 

Issued  in  Washington,  D.C..  July  6. 1979. 
David  J.  Bardin, 

Administrator,  Economic  Regulatory 
Administration. 
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